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MISSION 11586501 NG

HOME®O

A UNIQUE
GALLER#s a
memoriato people
today. With
outpostscattered
far and wide

T h athe dappy
functiorof Mission
115Z.

These pages show
some ursial
conversation pieces,
sometimes dsll pages for their
accompanying display stands.

Its origin?As part of the liberation of
Europepn 14 Octoberl943 the LBAAF
Eighth Air Force in
staged Mission 115.

Thishecame rememberedsahe historic
Secondschweinfurt RaiakaBlack Thursday.
Mission 115nvolved the greatest ever air
battle; over 70 American aircraft and 600
crew lost; heroism and compassion in the air
and on the ground on both sides; and
poignant dtermaths.

One B1Fthat took part was #3351Z, of

the 92nd Bomb Group based at Podington.
Its crew endured what has been described as
one of the most remarkable sagas of WW2.

Z battled its way to and from Schweinfurt,
didndét manage to
back to the Ukand, out of fuel, was one of
the last down. At 6.24pm, Z crashlanded
and burned up in a field at Tally Ho Farm in
Winkfield, Berkshird witnessed by local
schoolchildren, now senior citizens. All the
crew were safe, and most returneddag

and happylives backn the USA. The
wreckage was salvaged within a few days,
and the field everted to peaceful pasture.

Until, ty chance, on 20 October 2013 a few
.5inch cartridges and burfiagments of the
plane wereunearthed by Hugh Gibbons on
a dig with theBerkshire Metal Detectorists

Club. Thanks to the cary@ TW43
markingsthetiny Tally Ho Hoard was
unusual in having both a provenience and a
provenance.In the following months, Hugh
undertook otline and local research into the
plane, the people amhplaces involved then
and now.

The stories that emerged were linked by a
common spirit of humanity and generosity.
They sparked the creation in June 2014 of a
small fenceeff area of what was now
named Thanksgiving Field at TallydHuot

as anothe sombrewar memorial bua tiny
park dedicated to all thosdidden heroes
who help lives and hope recover whenever
and wherever conflict is over.

ETihegcoreaptchésdeel musht praidea tpdaliy,a

in the USA and in Germany. The Field is
stocked with Giving @ihks and Thinksgiving
Seats, a solar guardian angel, apple trees
planted in soil broght from Podington,
Germany andhe USA, andome cheery
plagquesfor visitors to enjoy.niMay 2015,
Corners were dedicatetd two
humanitari ans:
Zamperini and Henri Dunant, inspirer of the
I nternational Red
Corner pays tribute to the hidden heraines in
familiesd the ones who so often pick up the
pieces after war.

ntention

Hughds i was

d r o pitemstinghédaa o ipeople ahd plagee d

connected with Thanksgiving Field. In July
2015, Lily Hill Park in Bcknell Forest
Council provided some oak from a 20+
year-old tree that had been skimmed by Z
just before touchdown. This has méant
fragmentshave been trasformed intéhese
modest workef art and conversation pieces
for their new homes and families.

Each has to be an interesting piece of art in
its own right, regardless of the back stdry
fun for the eyes, mind and soul.

And

tthie spiritdf Missdon 115Z.
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HUGH GIBBONS says welcorttea
glimpse of some of fragments of storigg =
behind Thanksgiving Field in thed & B
tiny park with a big heart and VGSOH# .

You should find much to surprise a
delight youd and get you thinking, giving
thanks, and eaying our Parld asmany
people like those belowave done.

FAMILY-RIENDLY. Bob and Colleen Disher from Denver CO visit
the Field in May 2106. Bobds
B17F 33517 which made a happy crashlanding in the middle
distance ori4th October 194360 Bl ac k Sehenty sday 6.
years later, the debris field yielded two handfuls on burnt
duralumin and spent cartridges for metal detectorist Hugh
Gibbonsd inspiring the creation of Thanksgiving Field not as a
war memorial but one thatys tribute to hidden heroes after
any conflict.

BUCKETSFUL OF HISTO

At the opening of the Field in June 2014, the first person in [

Hilda, nigh on 100, one of several witnesses to the B17 ¢

tumbling into Tally Ho in 1943. She was led in bycal Syear and [+

a 9-year-old from Ohio. We planted trees in soil brought fromg®

church and memorigardenin Schweinfurt,

Podington, and (illegally) the US/A&"

And we all got the first enjoyment of the bottled breathing spia.

provided by pupils at Sidcdpuaker school down in Somege
the silence theyove

LOCAL FRIENDS gather on the Thinksgiving Seat on 8 May 2105 at the
dedication of Corners to Henri Dunant, inspirer of the International Red
Cross; Louis Zamperini, i great example of courage and

piece together lives and hope after conflict. The informal ceremony
included readings from The Forgiveness Project by the remarkable
Marina Cantacuzindto help underline the spirit of the Field which has
as its theme Henri Dunantds def.i
0 people to people, nation to nation.

CAMPERS try the Giving Thanks Seat in summer
They sat and thought about who to dgilranks for (dad
and mums came easily to mind), and enjoyed a tour o
tiny park, watching bees and birds and butterflies. T
they were the slightly amused and bemused audiences
a brief concert of the Whiffenpoof Song with which
crew would hae been familiar.

And they finished by joining in our anthem Be King
Your Webfooted Friendd music by JP Sensate atgh
include the Adkins twiftem the Tally Ho Farm famﬂy
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SPECIA ENVOYS

&
KEEP i :
e Mission 115Z could have happeratby mail.

AND

VBON But ahappy feature ofMissiorhas been good sports volunteering to help
OYAGE ; . )
escort some of the conversation pieces to their new homes.

JAMES PUXLEY Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire

James is the repredative of HM The Queen in the county

where Z ended its days. So it seemed appropriate to sound

him out on taking responsibility for National Treasures, the
piece of art made frbirthdaggd i zabet
and her her and the people ofthe UKhla ppens t hat
nearneighbour of Thanksgiving Field.

| James kindly accepted Treasures in May 2016. The

P ==y suggestion is that he can make a home for Treasures

{ - anywhere that seems @tin his office, in a museum, schools,
or wherever. Buthesaidthathd have a word with the Queen
may settle down in Windsor Castle, amusing corgis.

MAEV KENNEDY Art & Archaeologist national journalist
SAMUEL KENNEDY History Student

Maev works on The Guardian newspaper, and is a prolific
autha and broadcaster. It happens that2015-16 her

son Samuel was at the University of Minnesota, just a few
miles from where .dhtheTwiar tri dg
Cities Army Ammunition Plexit943. Maev was the envoy
of Image of Peace as it headed fdreRamsey CountyAAP Regeneration team, with the
intentiorof onehome beinghe Ramsey County Historical &gcilLike #3351Z, Imagds
having quite a sagaSam brought it back to the UK, and it will be collected in May 2017
by Heather Worthington, Depy Manager of Ramsey County

BOB DISHER Mailman, Denver CO
Bob is the nephew of the ballgunner on #3351Z, and has
been a great encourager of the spirit of the Field. So it
{ was appropriate that in May 2016 he and his wife Colleen
took time out from threvacation in London to visit the Field.
Bob took personal charge of J
@8 Disher family duties back home. He presented Field co
ordinator Hugh Gibbons with a 4®ar & stripes flag believed to date from the 1940s, and
plaques for thdence from the family and from the Second Schweinfurt Memorial
Associationin a neaby pub later, Colleen and Bob were made members of the Happy
Landings Club.

{‘?
THANICSBIVING pie 2,
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MISSION 11Z ITEMS
First Wave2014-15

0 Gl V ETMHANKS

This was the first of newrhes for bits of 8 the
chapel of the US Air Force Academy.

In September 2014, the Second Schweinfurt Memc
Assaociation held its annual reunion at Colorado
Springs. As part of the program they visited the
Academy.

SSMA Secretary Sue Fox Moyer préséra slice of
duralumin from Z to one of tiAér Fore chaplains in
the Cadet Chapel, together with a citation.

OHAPPY LANDI NGS6

With the Gibbons family on

Chrstmas Day014, family

friend andUS citizen Sarah

Nikkel was given a little extre

presei - a duralumin brooch to take back from her
i s 71 temporarylocationby Windsor Great Park tdner

;o =iz ‘ resumed home Mew Haven CN.

Sarah played a key part in the opening ceremony ¢
the Fieldd serving the drinks and sharing smiles.

: In front of the Field,alighter Anja is seen modelling
the RAF flying helmet whose ear plug is on the
Presidentsd Pinboard ar
Rich In History.

ODETECTORI STS6

In March 2015, a duralumin brooahd citationvas
presented to Kelly LeDvon, secretaryhaf Berkshire
Metal Detectorists Club, under whose aegis Hugh
Gibbons found the Thanksgiving Field Hoard at Ta
Ho Farm.
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MISSION 115ZTEMS
Second Wave August 2015

AT THE US EMBASSY LOND@8NAugust 2015

DefenseAttachéBrigadier Gemral Dieter Barheiand members of htsamwelcomed
Anne and Hugh Gibbométh their set 0157 gifts and goodies.

The Embassy were also made members of the Happy Landinggi@Ghgthem the
day off on the anniversary of the birth of Clara Bartfoynder of the American Red
Cross.

A few days later, Ambassador Matthew Barzun invited Anne and Hugh to join the
celebrations at his residenge the 7@ anniversary of the end of WWII.

While there, Hugh offered to make an extra gifomethingfoP OT U S é

THANKCSBIVING Pt )
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS
Second Wave August 2015 US Embassy London

MAI N I TEM: ORETURNEDOMWUTKYTBASKSBD BULLETS®O

Made for the people of the USA in handing Made as personal present for Generieter
backtheir Government property
TWA43 cartridge made in Twin Cities Army I Unused 0.5 inch bullet supported by B17

)l

1
1
1

=

E R

Ammunition Plar8t Paul MN

Fragmets of burnt B17 duralumél10mm
cylindrical (maybe control rod)
Fragment of B17 duralumin tubing about
15mm diameter

Fingeroperated 25mm diameter wheel
with fine crosgrooving- possibly from
oxygen kit

Black Thursday pin from the Seto
Schweinfurt Memorial Association
UK/USA friendship badge

Gibbons family 1943 threepenny Las
thanks ando pay for the celebratory
beer, wherever

OVER NDERUNGO

Made as present from USA the people of
Germany via their London Embassies

f

Unused and pstine 0.5 inch bullet placed
head down as symbol of burying past
conflicts USA and Germany, with a

friendship badge. The hollow end suggests

it was a tracer bullet (er, the damp fine
powder found inside the cavity has been
di sposed of é)
Veranderung iSerman for Change

THANICSBIING paey,

Bareihs Defense Attache

duralumin slices. Over half a million similar
bullets were fired during Black Thursday,
but this was e of the few not fired. The
title is a reference to the cheery certificate
given to 8th Air Force aircrew who
completed their required number of
operational missions.

OA SPECI AL SLICE OF HI ST

Made for Matthew Barzun, US Ambassador

9 This slice oflF duralumin and UK/USA
friendship badge ai ms t
relationshipo. The 194
from the Gibbonsdé fami/l
hardship or emergency.

OTHANKSGI VI NG ROSI E BROO

Made for Barbara Brown, Executive
Assistant USDAQ.ondon Embassy

9 This slice of burnt duralumin from our B17
made at Long Beach is superglued to a pin,
making it a wearable item as well as one
for the family showcase. The pin rests on
two rivets from the C17 production line at
Boeing Long Beach in 20&4ike the
duralumin, perhas touched by the
legendary 1942Rosie the Riveter Elinor
Otto still riveting on C17i: 2014

8%
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS
Third Wave during 2016

THE THANKSGIVING ROSIE

T .
0
!

We Can Do 1!

MADE FOR THE LONG BEACH ROSIE THE RIVETERGRNaMemorial Brk, this is a
delightful happenstander a lump of burnt duralumin from ddit7F42-3351 - made in the
Douglas factory in Long Beanhearly 1943.

Exactly as dug upshe shows the slsic muscle of the many Rosies across thé p&Ang a
big role in the production of military ships, planes, ammunition, and vetieiedia.

The rivets are from the Boeing C17 Il ine just
touched by the legendary Elinor Otto, a Rosie in 194 still working as riveter on C17 wings!

Rosie was couriered to California by Culver City businessman Aaron Sholok to hand to Gerrie
Schipske in Long Beach. Gerrie is-ledlwn as a historian of the city, and as councilwoman

played a leading role in th establishment of the Rosie the Riveter Foundation Memorial Park.

Many of the Rosies are alive and well and
taking part in the Guinne¥gorld Book of
Records! In August 20X¥xy Morrison,
Marian Wynnand Prscilla Eldewere
among the estimated 226%eople gathered
in one place Richmond CAdressed as
Rosie the Riveter. They could do it!

THANKCSBIING =i
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RICH IN HISTORY

MADE FOR THE FAMILY OF RICHARD{iNMNG B17 42
3351Z, Rich in History@sen more unusual thae thither
corversation piecey Hugh Gibbons.

Unearthed in the small B17 debris field at Tally Harf-dre

front item is some form of control wheel, possibly from an oxygen
supply. The plug on the leftasort of VGSOH In contrast to

Ri chds head denber pilst, this is dramythe ihatmest

of RAF piloReg Keepwvho trained in the USA and later flew
Mosquito nigkfighters- but never fired a round in angeReg

later lived in Bracknellrad gave Hugh his wartime relics, including
the helmet and fasciriay logbook.

The newspaper cutting has the news that Rich became a father
just a month after his Schweinfurt experiénaeund the time he
was crashlanding another B17

Like manyth Air Forceveteransd including James Stewart who
also flew many msgons as a bomber pil6tRich spoke little of his
experiences.The wié of his great nephew
recalledin 20150 He was a qui et
entered a roomtall, lanky, charming
smile. Very humble manl. did not realize his
war heroics until the elmat tribute that was
paid to him when he died several years ago."

(7
THANK SBIING Fiey 2,
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