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MISSION 115Z òGOING HOMEó 

 
 

A UNIQUE 
GALLERY as a 
memorial to people 
today. With 
outposts scattered 
far and wide.  
Thatõs the happy 
function of Mission 
115Z. 
 
These pages show 
some unusual 
conversation pieces, 

sometimes as full pages for their 
accompanying display stands. 
 
Its origin?  As part of the liberation of 
Europe, on 14 October 1943 the USAAF 
Eighth Air Force in Englandõs East Anglia 
staged Mission 115.   
 
This became remembered as the historic 
Second Schweinfurt Raid aka Black Thursday.  
Mission 115 involved the greatest ever air 
battle; over 70 American aircraft and 600 
crew lost; heroism and compassion in the air 
and on the ground on both sides; and 
poignant aftermaths. 
 
One B17F that took part was #3351Z, of 
the 92nd Bomb Group based at Podington.  
Its crew endured what has been described as 
one of the most remarkable sagas of WW2.  
Z battled its way to and from Schweinfurt, 
didnõt manage to drop its bombs, limped 
back to the UK and, out of fuel, was one of 
the last down.  At 6.24pm, Z crashlanded 
and burned up in a field at Tally Ho Farm in 
Winkfield, Berkshire ð witnessed by local 
schoolchildren, now senior citizens.  All the 
crew were safe, and most returned to long 
and happy lives back in the USA.  The 
wreckage was salvaged within a few days, 
and the field reverted to peaceful pasture. 
 
Until, by chance, on 20 October 2013 a few 
.5inch cartridges and burnt fragments of the 
plane were unearthed by Hugh Gibbons on 
a dig with the Berkshire Metal Detectorists 

Club.  Thanks to the cartridge TW43 
markings, the tiny Tally Ho Hoard was 
unusual in having both a provenience and a 
provenance.  In the following months, Hugh 
undertook on-line and local research into the 
plane, the people and places involved ð then 
and now.   
 
The stories that emerged were linked by a 
common spirit of humanity and generosity.  
They sparked the creation in June 2014 of a 
small fenced-off area of what was now 
named Thanksgiving Field at Tally Ho ð not 
as another sombre war memorial but a tiny 
park dedicated to all those hidden heroes 
who help lives and hope recover whenever 
and wherever conflict is over.   
 
The concept has been much praised locally, 
in the USA and in Germany.  The Field is 
stocked with Giving Thanks and Thinksgiving 
Seats, a solar guardian angel, apple trees 
planted in soil brought from Podington, 
Germany and the USA, and some cheery 
plaques for visitors to enjoy.  In May 2015, 
Corners were dedicated to two 
humanitarians: òUnbrokenó US airman Louis 
Zamperini and Henri Dunant, inspirer of the 
International Red Cross.  Everywomanõs 
Corner pays tribute to the hidden heroines in 
families ð the ones who so often pick up the 
pieces after war.  
 
Hughõs intention was always to distribute the 
items in the hoard to people and places 
connected with Thanksgiving Field.  In July 
2015, Lily Hill Park in Bracknell Forest 
Council provided some oak from a 20+-
year-old tree that had been skimmed by Z 
just before touchdown.  This has meant the 
fragments have been transformed into these 
modest works of art and conversation pieces 
for their new homes and families. 
 
Each has to be an interesting piece of art in 
its own right, regardless of the back story ð 
fun for the eyes, mind and soul.  
 
And thatõs the spirit of Mission 115Z.
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HUGH GIBBONS says welcome to a 
glimpse of some of fragments of stories 
behind Thanksgiving Field in the UK ð a 
tiny park with a big heart and VGSOH. 

You should find much to surprise and 
delight you ð and get you thinking, giving 
thanks, and enjoying our Park ð as many 

people like those below have done. 
 
 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY.  Bob and Colleen Disher from Denver CO visit 
the Field in May 2106.  Bobõs uncle Jack was the ballgunner on 
B17F 3351Z which made a happy crashlanding in the middle 
distance on 14th October 1943 ðò Black Thursdayó.  Seventy 
years later, the debris field yielded two handfuls on burnt 
duralumin and spent cartridges for metal detectorist Hugh 
Gibbons ð inspiring the creation of Thanksgiving Field not as a 
war memorial but one that pays tribute to hidden heroes after 
any conflict. 

 
BUCKETSFUL OF HISTORY.  

At the opening of the Field in June 2014, the first person in was 
Hilda, nigh on 100, one of several witnesses to the B17 come 

tumbling into Tally Ho in 1943.  She was led in by a local 5-year and 
a 9-year-old from Ohio.  We planted trees in soil brought from a 

church and memorial garden in Schweinfurt,  
Podington, and (illegally) the USA. 

And we all got the first enjoyment of the bottled breathing space 
provided by pupils at Sidcot Quaker school down in Somerset ð  

the silence theyõve been getting for 300 years.   
 

 
LOCAL FRIENDS gather on the Thinksgiving Seat on 8 May 2105 at the 
dedication of Corners to Henri Dunant, inspirer of the International Red 
Cross; Louis Zamperini, for his great example of courage and 
compassion; and Everywoman ð as so often itõs women who have to 
piece together lives and hope after conflict.  The informal ceremony 
included readings from The Forgiveness Project by the remarkable 
Marina Cantacuzino ð to help underline the spirit of the Field which has 
as its theme Henri Dunantõs definition of Civilisation: helping each other 
ð people to people, nation to nation.  

 
 

CAMPERS try the Giving Thanks Seat in summer 2016.  
They sat and thought about who to give thanks for (dads 

and mums came easily to mind), and enjoyed a tour of the 
tiny park, watching bees and birds and butterflies.  Then 

they were the slightly amused and bemused audience for 
a brief concert of the Whiffenpoof Song with which the 

crew would have been familiar.   
And they finished by joining in our anthem Be Kind To 

Your Webfooted Friends ð music by JP Sensate children 
include the Adkins twins from the Tally Ho Farm family ð  

whoõll be Wardens of the Field for the rest of the 21st century. 
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SPECIAL ENVOYS 

 

Mission 115Z could have happened all by mail.   

But a happy feature of Mission has been good sports volunteering to help 
escort some of the conversation pieces to their new homes.  

JAMES PUXLEY Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire 
James is the representative of HM The Queen in the county 
where Z ended its days.  So it seemed appropriate to sound 
him out on taking responsibility for National Treasures, the 
piece of art made for Elizabeth Windsorõs 90th birthday ð 
and her her and the people of the UK. (It happens that sheõs 
near-neighbour of Thanksgiving Field. 

James kindly accepted Treasures in May 2016.  The 
suggestion is that he can make a home for Treasures 
anywhere that seems fit ð in his office, in a museum, schools, 

or wherever.  But he said that heõd have a word with the Queensõs Private Secretary.  So it 
may settle down in Windsor Castle, amusing corgis. 

MAEV KENNEDY Art & Archaeologist national journalist 
SAMUEL KENNEDY History Student 
Maev works on The Guardian newspaper, and is a prolific 
author and broadcaster.  It happens that in 2015-16 her 
son Samuel was at the University of Minnesota, just a few 
miles from where .5ó cartridges were made at the Twin 
Cities Army Ammunition Plant in1943.  Maev was the envoy 

of Image of Peace as it headed for the Ramsey County CAAP Regeneration team, with the 
intention of one home being the Ramsey County Historical Society.  Like #3351Z, Image is 
having quite a saga.  Sam brought it back to the UK, and it will be collected in May 2017 
by Heather Worthington, Deputy Manager of Ramsey County.  

BOB DISHER Mailman, Denver CO 
Bob is the nephew of the ballgunner on #3351Z, and has 
been a great encourager of the spirit of the Field.  So it 
was appropriate that in May 2016 he and his wife Colleen 
took time out from their vacation in London to visit the Field.  
Bob took personal charge of Jackõs Eye View back for 
Disher family duties back home.  He presented Field co-

ordinator Hugh Gibbons with a 48-star & stripes flag believed to date from the 1940s, and 
plaques for the fence from the family and from the Second Schweinfurt Memorial 
Association.  In a nearby pub later, Colleen and Bob were made members of the Happy 
Landings Club.   
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS  

First Wave 2014-15 
 

 

òGIVEN IN THANKSó 

This was the first of new homes for bits of Z ð the 

chapel of the US Air Force Academy. 

In September 2014, the Second Schweinfurt Memorial 

Association held its annual reunion at Colorado 

Springs.  As part of the program they visited the 

Academy.   

SSMA Secretary Sue Fox Moyer presented a slice of 

duralumin from Z to one of the Air Force chaplains in 

the Cadet Chapel, together with a citation.  

 

 

òHAPPY LANDINGSó 

With the Gibbons family on 

Christmas Day 2014, family 

friend and US citizen Sarah 

Nikkel was given a little extra 

present - a duralumin brooch to take back from her 

temporary location by Windsor Great Park to her 

resumed home in New Haven CN.   

Sarah played a key part in the opening ceremony of 

the Field ð serving the drinks and sharing smiles.   

In front of the Field, daughter Anja is seen modelling 

the RAF flying helmet whose ear plug is on the 

Presidentsõ Pinboard and microphone connection is on 

Rich In History.  

 

 

òDETECTORISTSó 

In March 2015, a duralumin brooch and citation was 

presented to Kelly LeDvon, secretary of the Berkshire 

Metal Detectorists Club, under whose aegis Hugh 

Gibbons found the Thanksgiving Field Hoard at Tally 

Ho Farm.  
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS  

Second Wave August 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AT THE US EMBASSY LONDON, 25 August 2015 
 
Defense Attaché Brigadier General Dieter Barheis and members of his team welcomed 
Anne and Hugh Gibbons with their set of 115Z gifts and goodies.  
 
 The Embassy were also made members of the Happy Landings Club, giving them the 
day off on the anniversary of the birth of Clara Barton, founder of the American Red 
Cross.   
 
A few days later, Ambassador Matthew Barzun invited Anne and Hugh to join the 
celebrations at his residence on the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII.  
 
While there, Hugh offered to make an extra gift - something for POTUSé 
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS  

Second Wave August 2015 US Embassy London 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAIN ITEM: òRETURNED WITH THANKSó  

Made for the people of the USA in handing 
back their Government property  

¶ TW43 cartridge made in Twin Cities Army 
Ammunition Plant, St Paul MN 

¶ Fragments of burnt B17 duralumin ð 10mm 
cylindrical (maybe control rod) 

¶ Fragment of B17 duralumin tubing about 
15mm diameter 

¶ Finger-operated 25mm diameter wheel 
with fine cross-grooving - possibly from 
oxygen kit 

¶ Black Thursday pin from the Second 
Schweinfurt Memorial Association 

¶ UK/USA friendship badge 

¶ Gibbons family 1943 threepenny bit as 
thanks and to pay for the celebratory 
beer, wherever 

 
òVER NDERUNGó  

Made as present from USA to the people of 
Germany via their London Embassies 

¶ Unused and pristine 0.5 inch bullet placed 
head down as symbol of burying past 
conflicts USA and Germany, with a 
friendship badge.  The hollow end suggests 
it was a tracer bullet (er, the damp fine 
powder found inside the cavity has been 
disposed ofé)   

¶ Veranderung is German for Change 
 
 

òLUCKY BASTARD BULLETó 

Made as personal present for General Dieter 
Bareihs, Defense Attache 

¶ Unused 0.5 inch bullet supported by B17 
duralumin slices.  Over half a million similar 
bullets were fired during Black Thursday, 
but this was one of the few not fired.  The 
title is a reference to the cheery certificate 
given to 8th Air Force aircrew who 
completed their required number of 
operational missions.   

 
òA SPECIAL SLICE OF HISTORYó  

Made for Matthew Barzun, US Ambassador 

¶ This slice of B17 duralumin and UK/USA 
friendship badge aims to echo the òspecial 
relationshipó.  The 1943 halfpenny piece 
from the Gibbonsõ family vaults is in case of 
hardship or emergency. 

 
òTHANKSGIVING ROSIE BROOCHó  

Made for Barbara Brown, Executive 
Assistant USDAO London Embassy 

¶ This slice of burnt duralumin from our B17 
made at Long Beach is superglued to a pin, 
making it a wearable item as well as one 
for the family showcase.  The pin rests on 
two rivets from the C17 production line at 
Boeing Long Beach in 2014 ð like the 
duralumin, perhaps touched by the 
legendary 1942 Rosie the Riveter Elinor 
Otto still riveting on C17s in 2014! 
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MISSION 115Z ITEMS 

Third Wave during 2016 
 

THE THANKSGIVING ROSIE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MADE FOR THE LONG BEACH ROSIE THE RIVETER FOUNDATION and Memorial Park, this is a 
delightful happenstance for a lump of burnt duralumin from our B17F 42-3351 - made in the 
Douglas factory in Long Beach in early 1943.   
 
Exactly as dug up, she shows the classic muscle of the many Rosies across the USA ð playing a 
big role in the production of military ships, planes, ammunition, and vehicles, inter alia. 
 
The rivets are from the Boeing C17 line just before it closed down.  Itõs possible that they were 
touched by the legendary Elinor Otto, a Rosie in 1942 and still working as riveter on C17 wings!  
Rosie was couriered to California by Culver City businessman Aaron Sholok to hand to Gerrie 
Schipske in Long Beach.  Gerrie is well-known as a historian of the city, and as councilwoman 
played a leading role in the establishment of the Rosie the Riveter Foundation Memorial Park.  

 
Many of the Rosies are alive and well and 
taking part in the Guinness World Book of 
Records!  In August 2016, Kay Morrison, 
Marian Wynn, and Priscilla Elder were 
among the estimated 2265 people gathered 
in one place - Richmond CA - dressed as 
Rosie the Riveter.  They could do it! 
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RICH IN HISTORY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MADE FOR THE FAMILY OF RICHARD LYNG, pilot of B17 42-
3351Z, Rich in History is even more unusual than the other 
conversation pieces by Hugh Gibbons. 
 
Unearthed in the small B17 debris field at Tally Ho Farm, the 
front item is some form of control wheel, possibly from an oxygen 
supply.  The plug on the left is a sort of VGSOH.  In contrast to 
Richõs headset as a daytime bomber pilot, this is from the helmet 
of RAF pilot Reg Keep who trained in the USA and later flew 
Mosquito night-fighters - but never fired a round in anger.  Reg 
later lived in Bracknell and gave Hugh his wartime relics, including 
the helmet and fascinating logbook. 
 
The newspaper cutting has the news that Rich became a father 
just a month after his Schweinfurt experience ð around the time he 
was crashlanding another B17!  
 
Like many 8th Air Force veterans ð including James Stewart who 
also flew many missions as a bomber pilot ð Rich spoke little of his 

experiences.  The wife of his great nephew 
recalled in 2015: òHe was a quiet force when he 
entered a room -tall, lanky, charming 
smile.   Very humble man.   I did not realize his 
war heroics until the eloquent tribute that was 
paid to him when he died several years ago." 
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